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Mrs. BoswelL
[A.D. 1775.
' Of Mrs. Boswell, though she knows in her heart that she does not love me, I am always glad to hear any good, and hope that she and the little dear ladies will have neither sickness nor any other affliction. But she knows that she does not care what becomes of me, and for that she may be sure that I think her very much to blame.
' Never, my dear Sir, do you take it into your head to think that I do not love you; you may settle yourself in full confidence both of my love and my esteem; I love you as a kind man, I value you as a worthy man, and hope in time to reverence you as a man of exemplary piety. I hold you, as Hamlet has it, " in my heart of hearts ','' and therefore, it is little to say, that I am, Sir,
' Your affectionate humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'London, Aug. 27,1775.'
To THE SAME.
'SIR,
' If in these papersa there is little alteration attempted, do not suppose me negligent. I have read them perhaps more closely than the rest; but I find nothing worthy of an objection.
' Write to me soon, and write often, and tell rne all your honest heart.
'I am, Sir,
'Yours affectionately,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'Aug. 30,1775.'
To THE SAME. 'Mv DEAR SIR,
' I now write to you, lest in some of your freaks and humours you should fancy yourself neglected. Such fancies I must entreat you never to admit, at least never to indulge: for my regard for you is so radicated and fixed, that it is become part of my mind, and cannot be effaced but by some cause uncommonly violent; therefore, whether I write or not, set your thoughts at rest. I now
caught opportunities of writing from time to time.' Ib. p. 233. I suspect that the words I have marked by italics are not Johnson's, but are Mrs. Piozzi's interpolation.
1 ' In my heart of heart'   Hamlet, act iii. sc. 2.
5 Another parcel of Lord Hailes's Annals of Scotland.   BOSWELL.
writentity of strong brer to dull my faculties.' l.ttttrs <>/ /uuvcv//, p. 215.
